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Jehovah in the New Testament


Addendum

We must consider two topics as we conclude this discussion of Jehovah in the New Testament.  They are central to understanding the use—or absence—of the Tetragrammaton in the Christian Scriptures.

The biblical text must be the sole standard.  The English Bible tradition is in error when printing "Old Testaments" with a capitalized Lord replacing God's name.  This judgment is not based on our understanding of Moses' intentions when writing, or what other inspired Hebrew Scripture writers saw when they read the Law, or any other argument based on circumstantial evidence.  The reason we can say that the English Bible tradition is in error is that the most accurately reproduced Hebrew Scripture texts clearly use God's name.  Witnesses are absolutely correct in insisting that their Bible use the name of God in the Hebrew Scriptures.  They need to appeal to nothing beyond the irrefutable textual evidence of the Hebrew Scriptures.  This is true irrespective of the cultural-historical arguments "Old Testament" publishers use to justify Lord in their Bibles.


The same standard of textual priority must be maintained for the Christian Scriptures.  Certainly, verifiable historical and cultural considerations bear on the ancient text.  Yet, it is the most accurate reproduction of the text of the Christian Scriptures that must be the standard for the words chosen in any modern language translation.

Arguments stating what the author must have done are conditioned by theological presupposition.  The Witness reader must understand that there are two equally plausible explanations to the Tetragrammaton debate.  The argument that the inspired authors would have retained the divine name in many verses if they understood Jesus to be a created being rather than God is undeniable.  Just as certain, however, is the argument that they would have used Lord to represent both Jehovah and Jesus in the Christian Scriptures if they understood Jesus to be deity.  There would be no stronger proof of the doctrine called the "deity of Christ" than the application to Jesus in the Christian Scriptures the attributes given to Jehovah in the Hebrew Scriptures.


Therefore, what the inspired Christian Scripture authors intended to do can only be known by studying what they wrote.  In turn, what they wrote can only be determined by examining the most reliable reproduction of the Christian Scripture Greek text.  Neither Lord in the "Old Testament" nor Jehovah in the Christian Scriptures is permitted by any available textual evidence.


